
 

Now that the Governor of RI has set a goal for Camps opening on June 29, does that 

mean Camp Watchaug will run this summer? 

Not definitely.  The state’s guidelines, along with guidelines from the task force formed by Y-USA, 

the American Camp Association, and the CDC are due out early next week. (Week of May 18) 

Once we have the guidelines, we’ll be in a better position to make a decision about Camp Watchaug.  

We don’t yet know if we’ll be able to use busses, how many children can be at camp, or what the 

guidelines will be for the program and all of our activities.  We also need to determine how 

additional guidelines would impact the quality and spirit of camp. 

We are sorry that we do not have a definitive answer for you yet.  Please know we are in touch 

with camp professionals across the country, our state and local partners, and professional 

organizations to guide us in our decision-making process, and to ensure that if we do open camp, 

we are able to protect the health and safety of campers and staff.  

We will update the website as soon as we make any decisions regarding any plans that will need to 

be made for our 2020 summer camp season. One thing that has not changed is the Y Mission: To 

put Christian principles into practice through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for 

all. Our goal is to provide programs in a safe manner that meets this mission and the needs of our 

community. 

 

Is Camp Watchaug Open?  

Camp Watchaug is a seasonal operation and has not been opened up for the Spring. An opening 

date has not been set yet. The Westerly Branch is also still closed per the Governor of RI’s orders. 

Our Camp Director, Danita Ballantyne, is still working remotely and is planning away for summer! 

 

Is Camp Watchaug taking phone calls?  

Camp Watchaug phone calls at 401-364-6535 are all forwarded to the Camp Director, Danita 

Ballantyne. You can also reach her on her cell:  395-7550.  Please leave a voice mail if you would 

like a call back.   You can also reach by email at dballantyne@oceancommunityymca.org 

 

Can I register for camp?   

You can register for camp on-line or using the paper form.   See below for our refund policy. 

mailto:dballantyne@oceancommunityymca.org


Will I be refunded if camp is cancelled by Ocean Community YMCA or a Governing 

Agency?  

The Ocean Community YMCA and Camp Watchaug are expecting to experience tremendous financial 

hardships through these unprecedented times. As a nonprofit organization we aim to provide 

financial support to those families and children who cannot afford a camp experience through 

camper scholarships. In addition we also acknowledge that many families are going through 

financial burdens and hardships as well. If your program is cancelled by Ocean Community YMCA or 

a Governing Agency, please choose from the following options: - 

 Kindly donate your funds already paid. Please email us to discuss how you can receive a 

tax receipt for your thoughtful and generous gift, we thank you! 

 Receive a full refund for the amount paid.  

 Receive a system credit in the Ocean Community YMCA system. This credit can be used 

towards membership, programming, or camp at any Ocean Community YMCA.  

 

Will I be refunded if I choose to not participate in the program that is not cancelled?  

Below is our refund policy outlined on our registration form:  

Cancellation of a session by a participant at least two full weeks prior to the session will result in 

a full refund, minus the $25 registration fee. Cancellations within the two-week period will result 

in a refund less the $50 deposit and registration fee. No refunds are given once the session 

begins.  

 

 


